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INTRODUCTION 


FARM  BUILDING  PLAN  SERVICES  are  organized  in  four  regions — south,  west,  northeast,  and  midwest.  These 
plan  services  are  conducted  cooperatively  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  State  extension  services, 
and  in  Some  States  the  agricultural  engineering  departments  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges.  The  best  plans  for  various 
types  of  farm  buildings  developed  by  the  State  colleges  or  the  Department  of  Agriculture  are  made  available  to  farmers 
through  the  plan  services  within  the  region  for  which  they  are  suited. 


How  plans  were  selected 

The  plans  illustrated  in  this  publication  were  selected  by  a  committee  representing  the  State  agricultural  colleges  of 
the  Southern  States  and  Puerto  Rico  listed  on  page  3.  These  plans  incorporate  the  latest  research  findings  and  the  best 
available  information  on  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  houses  for  farm  living. 


Planning  for  local  conditions 

The  plans  shown  in  this  handbook  are  generally  adapted  to  conditions  in  the  Southern  States.  A  few  designs,  how- 
ever, may  not  be  suitable  for  particular  parts  of  the  region  without  some  modification. 

Climatic  conditions  differ  in  various  parts  of  the  South.  Although  very  cold  weather  is  not  usually  a  serious  consider- 
ation, some  snow  and  freezing  weather  may  be  expected  in  the  northern  part  of  the  region  and  will  affect  insulation  and 
heating  requirements  and  the  depth  of  foundations.  Wind  loads  are  an  important  consideration  in  those  areas  subject 
to  hurricanes  and  will  affect  the  size  and  fastening  of  framing  members  and  the  fastening  of  sills  and  posts  to  foundation 
walls  and  piers.      Soil  conditions  should  also  be  considered  in  planning  foundations. 

Before  selecting  a  plan,  the  prospective  builder  should  consult  his  county  agricultural  agent  who  can  help  select  the 
plan  and  recommend  any  modifications  that  may  be  necessary  because  of  local  climatic  conditions  or  other  factors.  Many 
States  have  plans  not  shown  in  this  publication.  The  county  agent  can  also  give  information  about  such  plans  and  about 
publications  on  building  construction.  Special  drawings  to  meet  individual  needs  are  not  ordinarily  furnished  by  the 
agricultural  colleges,  although  some  States  provide  this  service  in  special  cases. 


Selection  of  materials 

Most  of  the  houses  for  which  plans  are  shown  can  be  built  or  covered  with  a  variety  of  materials.  Choice  may  depend 
on  availability  and  costs  as  well  as  the  skill  of  local  builders.  Homegrown  timber  may  be  used  as  rough  framing.  Any 
wood  in  contact  with  the  ground  should  be  treated  with  preservatives  to  give  long  life. 


HOW  TO  ORDER  WORKING  DRAWINGS 


Working  drawings  for  the  farmhouses  shown  in  this  publication  may  be 
obtained  through  county  agents  or  from  the  extension  agricultural  engineer 
at  the  State  agricultural  colleges  in  the  southern  region.  In  many  of  the 
States  there  is  a  nominal  charge  for  these  plans. 

In  ordering,  be  sure  to  give  the  number  of  the  plan  wanted  as  well  as 
the  title. 

If  you  are  unable  to  obtain  the  working  drawings  you  want  from  your 
own  State  college,  the  name  of  the  nearest  State  college  handling  the  plans 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Farm  Buildings  Section.  Plant  Industry  Station.  Beltsville.  Md. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  does  not  distribute  working  drawings  for 
any  of  these  plans  and  can  only  refer  you  to  one  of  the  State  colleges  where 
they  may  be  obtained. 
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PLAN  NO.  7061 


(  5   SHEETS  ) 

Area  of  basic  house 600  square  feet 

Area    of   bedroom    addi- 

t;on 432  square  feet 

Total  area  of  house.   1.032  square  feet 

Two  persons  can  live  comfortably  in  the  basic  unit  of  this  compact  farm- 
house which  consists  of  two  rooms  and  bath.  As  family  needs  increase  the 
two-bedroom  wing  may  be  easily  added. 

The  foundation  of  this  house  is  a  reinforced  concrete  beam  resting  on 
concrete  piers  which  extend  below  the  frostline.  The  floor  is  of  concrete. 
The  walls  are  finished  on  the  exterior  with  cement-asbestos  board,  and  on 
the  interior  with  standard  dry  wall  material.  The  roof  is  framed  with  trussed 
rafters.     The  type  of  heating  system  is  optional. 

Plan  no.  7062  (5  sheers).  Same  house*  adapted  to  concrete 
masonry  construction. 
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(  3   SHEETS ) 


Area  of  house 852  square  feet 

Area  of  porches 133  square  feet 

This  compact  two-bedroom  house  has  very  good  traffic  circulation.  All 
rooms  can  be  reached  from  the  rear  door  without  passing  through  any  room 
except  the  workroom.  The  dining  area  of  the  kitchen  is  separated  from  the 
living  room  by  a  grill  to  make  the  house  seem  larger. 

The  floors  are  wood  over  a  crawl  space.  Foundation  walls  are  of  con- 
crete block  and  walls  above  grade  are  frame.  The  roof  may  be  framed  with 
trusses  or  with  conventional  roof  rafters  and  ceiling  joists.  The  house  may 
be  heated  with  a  floor  furnace  or  a  circulator  heater. 
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PLAN  NO.  7122 

(  4   SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house U22  square  fee 

Area  of  porehe> 81  square  feet 

The  arrangement  of  this  attractive  one-story  frame  farm- 
house gives  it  the  appearance  of  a  large  house.  It  has  two 
bedrooms,  bath,  living  room,  dining  area,  kitchen,  a  small 
utility  closet,  and  a  workroom.  The  exterior  finish  is  a  com- 
bination of  asbestos  cement  and  vertical  wood  sidings.  The 
roof  has  trussed  rafters.  Windows  are  metal  casement 
sash  used  in  combination  with  fixed  glass  picture  windows. 
Of  special  interest  to  the  wife  is  a  compact  U-shaped  kitchen 
with  convenient  dining  area  and  the  adjacent  workroom 
with  food-storage  and  freezer  space,  and  a  closet  for  men 
to  hang  work  clothes. 


PLAN  NO.  7023-S- 

( 5    SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house 1,138  square  feel 

Area  of  porches 51  square  feet 

This  one-story  concrete  masonry  farmhouse  has  been  built 
many  times  and  has  proved  comfortable  and  convenient.  Men 
entering  the  house  through  the  rear  door  can  hang  their  work  clothes 
in  the  closet  and  wash  up  in  the  workroom.  They  can  go  to  any 
room  in  the  house  without  passing  through  work  or  living  areas. 

This  house  has  no  basement  but  alternate  plans  with  basement 
are  available.     They  are: 

7023-N  (6  sheets).  Same  plan  in  concrete  masonry  with 
full  basement. 

7011  (7  sheets).  Same  plan  in  wood  frame  both  with  and 
without  a  basement. 
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PLAN  MO.  7098 


(3   SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house l,060Jsquare  feet 

Area  of  porch 200  square  feet 

This  small,  basementless  house  has  very  good  traffic  circulation  and  very 
generous  closet  and  storage  space.  The  large  screened  porch  provides  out- 
door living  and  dining  space  for  warm  weather.  Because  of  the  open  plan- 
ning the  rooms  seem  larger  than  they  are.  The,  large  windows  also  contribute 
to  the  feeling  of  spaciousness  and  make  the  rooms  very  light  and  airy. 

The  foundations  are  concrete  block,  and  the  walls  of  wood  frame  con- 
struction covered  with  wood  or  other  suitable  siding  material.  The  floors 
are  wood  over  a  crawl  space. 

The  house  is  heated  by  a  centrally  located  space  heater  or  floor  furnace. 
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PLAN  NO.  7079 

(  7  SHEETS  ) 

Area  of  basic  house 660  square  feet 

Area    of    bedroom    addi- 
tion         570  square  feet 


Total  area  of  house.    1.230  square  feet 

This  is  an  example  of  a  small  2 -room  farmhouse  which  can  be 
expanded  to  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive  3-bedroom  house. 
The  basic  house  provides  a  combination  living  and  sleeping 
room,  with  kitchen-dining  area,  bath,  and  work  porch.  The 
addition  may  be  built  to  include  either  2  or  3  bedrooms.  Traffic 
circulation  is  good.  There  is  an  outside  entrance  to  the  rear 
hall  of  the  bedroom  wing  so  that  the  bathroom  can  be  reached 
from  outside  without  passing  through  any  room. 

Construction  details  show  a  concrete  slab  floor,  concrete 
block  foundation  walls,  frame  walls  above  grade  with  vertical 
wood  siding,  and  trussed  roof  framing  to  eliminate  interior 
bearing  partitions. 

Plan  7079-R  (7  sheets).     Same  house  reversed. 
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Area  of  house 1,319  square  feet 

Area  of  porches 256  square  feel 

This  is  a  compact  1 -story  farmhouse  containing  living  and  dining  room, 
kitchen,  workroom,  and  3  bedrooms.  Open  planning  of  the  dining  and  living 
areas  make  it  possible  to  seat  large  groups  for  company  dinners  simply  by 
extending  the  table.  A  large  screened  porch,  opening  from  the  dining  room, 
may  be  used  for  summer  'dining.  The  screened  service  porch  has  an  insulated 
food-storage  closet. 

The  foundation  walls  are  of  concrete  blocks,  and  the  floor  is  a  concrete 
slab  on  gravel  fill.  A  variety  of  floor  finishes  may  be  used.  The  walls  above 
grade  are  of  frame  construction  finished  on  the  outside  with  wood  or  other 
suitable  siding  materials.  Wood  trusses  carry  the  roof  so  that  there  are  no 
interior  bearing  partitions. 

Plan   7060-R  (11   sheets).     Same  house  reversed. 
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PLAN  NO.  7092 

(  3   SHEETS) 


Area  of  house 1,275  square  feet 

Area  of  porch 160  square  feet 

« 

This  attractive  1 -story  farmhouse  has  3  bedrooms,  bath,  living 
room,  and  kitchen  with  dining  area,  and  a  large  workroom'.  The 
house  has  very  generous  closet  and  storage  space,  and  good  traffic 
circulation.  All  rooms  can  be  reached  from  the  back  door  without 
passing  through  any  room  except  one  corner  of  the  workroom.  Men 
can  hang  work  clothes  and  wash  up  in  the  workroom. 

The  floors  may  be  either  wood  over  a  crawl  space  or  a  concrete 
slab  on  the  ground.  Although  not  shown  on  the  drawing  it  would  be 
possible  to  have  a  basement  under  this  house  with  stairs  in  the  work- 
room. The  house  is  heated  with  a  forced  warm  air  furnace  located 
in  a  large  closet. 
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PLAN  NO.  7085 

(3   SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house 1,170  square  feel 

Area  of  porches 201  square  feel 

This  house  may  be  built  without  a  basement  as  shown  or 
with  full  basement  as  described  below.  There  are  three  bed- 
rooms and  bath,  living  room  with  adjoining  porch,  kitchen 
with  dining  alcove,  and  a  workroom.  Men  coming  into  the 
house  can  hang  work  clothes  in  the  washroom  and  go  to  any 
part  of  the  house  without  passing  through  a  work  or  living  area. 

The  house  is  frame  construction  finished  on  the  outside 
with  a  combination  of  horizontal  and  vertical  siding. 


Plan  7084  (3  sheets)  is  similar  but  has  a  full  basement  with  a  laundry  room, 
food-storage  room,  and  space  for  a  recreation  room.  The  location  of  the  stairs 
is  shown  on  the  alternate  plan  of  the  rear  entrance. 
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(  8  SHEETS) 

Area  of  basic  house 868  square  feet 

Area    of   bedroom    addi- 

tlon  •  • 335  square  feet 

Total  area  of  house.    1,223  square  feet 

Area  of  porch 250  square  feet 

Area  of  garage 324  square  feet 

Plan  7130-R  (8  sheets).     Same  house  reversed. 

This  expansible  farmhouse  provides  adequate  space  for  two  or 
three  persons  in  the  basic  unit.  A  basement  is  optional.  As  family 
needs  increase  the  house  may  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two 
bedrooms,  a  screened  porch  containing  a  barbecue  grill  and  storage 
closet  and  a  garage.  The  small  hall  provides  good  traffic  circulation 
throughout  the  house.  The  bathroom  is  close  to  the  rear  entrance. 
and  men  can  also  wash  up  in  the  workroom  where  there  is  a  closet  for 
work  clothes. 

The  walls  and  roof  of  this  frame  house  are  covered  on  the  outside 
with  corrugated  aluminum  and  walls  are  insulated  with  aluminum 
foil.     Interior  wall  finish  is  plywood. 
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PLAN  NO.  7124 

(3   SHEETS ) 

Area  of  first  floor 962  square  feet 

Area  of  second  floor 580  square  feet 


Total  floor  area. . .    1.542  square  feet 

Area  of  basement 802  square  feet 

Area  of  porch 104  square  feet 

This  modern  1  '2-story  house  is  of  wood  frame  construc- 
tion. Because  of  "open  planning"  and  large  window  areas 
it  seems  larger  than  it  is.  The  traffic  circulation  is  good,  and 
all  parts  of  the  house  can  be  reached  from  both  front  and 
back  doors  without  passing  through  the  work  or  living  areas 
of  the  rooms. 

The  house  has  a  basement  and  good  storage  under  the 
eaves  on  the  second  floor.  In  addition  there  are  lots  of 
closets  throughout  the  house  as  indicated  by  the  gray  areas. 
The  kitchen  is  well  arranged  and  has  ample  space  for  eating 
regular  meals. 
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PLAN  NO.  7029 

(    7  SHEETS ) 


Area  of  first  floor 

Area  of  second  floor. 


1,213  square  feel 
6.>1  square  feet 


Total  area  of  house.    1.867  square  feel 

Area  of  basement 1,013  square  feet 

Area  of  porch 283  square  feel 

Although  this  1', -story  concrete  masonry  house  is 
traditional  in  character  it  meets  the  requirements  of 
modern  farm  living.  The  central,  rear  hall  gives 
access  to  all  parts  of  the  house  without  having  to 
cross  living  or  work  areas.  The  first-floor  lavatory 
with  adjoining  closet  provides  a  convenient  place  for 
men  to  wash  up.  There  is  enough  space  in  the 
kitchen  for  regular  family  meals,  and  a  dining  room 
for  company  meals  or  for  use  as  a  family  room  if 
desired.     This  could  be  added  later. 
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PLAN  HO.  712S- 

(  10  SHEETS  ) 

Area  of  basic  house 896  square  feet 

Area   of  bedroom   addi- 

tion  256  square  feet 

18  square  feet 


Area  of  storage  room. . . 


Total  area  of  house .   1 . 1 70  sq  uare  f eet 

This  two-level  expansible  farmhouse  is  planned  for  a  sloping  site. 
The  basic  unit  contains  two  bedrooms  and  bath  on  the  upper  level  and  the 
living-dining  area,  kitchen,  and  workroom  on  the  lower  level.  A  third 
bedroom  can  be  added  later.  The  walls  are  constructed  of  SCR  brick 
5K  inches  thick,  and  can  be  left  exposed  on  the  inside  m  warm  climates  or 
furred  and  finished  with  plaster  or  dry-wall  finish  in  colder  parts  of  the 
region.  The  insulated  roof  is  of  2-inch  tongue  and  grooved  wood  sup- 
ported on  rafters  spaced  4  feet  apart  and  exposed  inside.  The  U -kitchen 
has  a  pass-thru  opening  to  the  dining  area  for  serving.  The  livmg-dmmg 
area  is  lighted  by  fluorescent  lamps  in  lighting  troughs  which  give  both 
direct  and  indirect  lighting.     Heating  is  provided  by  a  perimeter  type 

hot-air  system. 
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PLAN  NO.  7096 

(4  SHEETS  ) 


Area  of  house  (3  levels). .    1,722  square  feet 
Area  of  porch 110  square  feet 

Split-level  houses  have  certain  advantages  that  have  made  them  very- 
popular.  The  bedrooms  are  isolated  from  the  living  areas  of  the  house 
and  are  well  above  ground  level,  yet  it  is  necessary  to  climb  only  a  half 
flight  of  stairs  to  reach  them.  Similarly  the  basement  is  only  a  half 
flight  of  stairs  below  the  ground  level. 

The  planning  of  the  living  and  work  areas  of  the  house  is  very  open, 
giving  a  sense  of  spaciousness.  The  screened  porch  can  be  used  as  a  work 
area  and  dining  porch.  The  basement  has  a  laundry  room,  a  large  food- 
storage  room,  and  space  for  a  large  well-lighted  recreation  room. 

The  foundation  walls  are  concrete  block  with  frame  construction 
above.  The  floors  of  the  living  and  work  areas  are  concrete  and  those  of 
the  sleeping  area  of  wood. 
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_PLAN  NO.  7131 

(6    SHEETS) 

\r<a  of  house 2.0.96  square  feel 

\rca  of  basemen! 754  square  feet 

\rea  of  porch 408  square  feel 

\r<a  of  carport 330  square  feet 


This  modern  ranch  house  plan  has  many  features  that  make  it 
ideal  for  farm  living.  The  attached  carport  is  a  convenience  in  bad 
weather  and  guests  can  park  next  to  the  carport  and  reach  the  front 
door  by  a  covered  walk.  There  is  a  place  near  the  back  door  for 
men  to  hang  work  clothes  and  wash  up. 

The  kitchen  has  such  features  as  counter-top  burners  and  high 
oven,  a  place  for  a  freezer,  and  good  storage  for  canned  goods.  There 
is  a  family  room  separated  from  the  kitchen  only  by  the  range  and 
oven.  It  is  large  enough  to  serve  as  a  dining  room  for  company 
meals.  A  two-way  fireplace  separates  the  living  room  and  family 
room.  The  TV  set.  located  in  a  cabinet  next  to  the  fireplace,  can  be 
seen  from  either  the  kitchen  and  family  room  or  the  living  room. 

There  is  a  partial  basement  under  the  house  and  lots  of  storage 
space  elsewhere.     The  house  can  easily  be  built  in  stages  if  desired. 

The  walls  are  brick  with  cinder  block  backup.  The  low  pitched 
roof  is  covered  with  built-up  roofing  with  light  colored  granules  to 
reflect  heat. 
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This  frame  house  is  arranged  so  that  work  areas  are  well  separated  from  the 
living  and  sleeping  areas  without  being  "cut  up."  Traffic  is  routed  so  that  it  never 
need  cross  a  work  or  living  area  of  the  house.  The  very  generous  closet  and  storage 
units  serve  as  room  separators.  The  living  room  has  an  exposed  wood  beam  ceil- 
ing which  makes  it  seem  very  spacious.  There  is  a  lot  of  space  for  both  regular 
and  company  meals  and  the  dining  room  could  serve  as  a  family  room  if  desired. 


PLAN  NO.  7127 

(  7  SHEETS ) 


Area  of  house 1,645  square  feel 

Area  of  basement 130  square  feel 

Area  of  porches A7(»  square  feel 

Area  of  earport 265  square  feel 
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P*M  00.  7046 

(  6  SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house 2.240  square  feet 

Area  of  basement 789  square  feet 


This  one-story  frame  farmhouse  consists  of  two  basic  units 
which  may  be  arranged  in  a  variety  of  ways  to  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  farm  family  for  whom  it  is  built.  Some  of  these  are 
shown  on  the  working  drawings.  One  of  these  units  contains  the 
living  and  dining  area,  kitchen  and  breakfast  area,  workroom, 
laundry,  and  the  stairway  to  the  basement.  The  other  unit  con- 
tains the  sleeping  area  consisting  of  three  bedrooms  and  bath. 
The  basement  which  is  under  the  first  unit  has  space  for  the  fur- 
nace, fuel  storage,  wash-up  room,  and  an  all-purpose  room. 

There  is  also  an  alternate  plan  showing  the  wash-up  room  on  the 
first  floor. 

The  walls  are  frame  finished  with  horizontal  wood  siding. 
Windows  are  combinations  of  wood  double-hung  operating  sash 
and  fixed  glass  panels. 
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Area  of  basic  house 872  square  feel 

Area  of  first  addition 304  square  feet 

Area  of  second  addition  .       304  square  feet 

Total  area  of  house.    1,480  square  feet 
Area  of  porch. 148  square  feet 

This  expansible  farmhouse  starts  with  a  unit  containing  one  bedroom  and 
bath,  living  room,  kitchen,  and  dining  area.  Space  for  the  washing  machine  is 
provided  in  the  closet  next  to  the  bath.  As  the  space  needs  of  the  family  in- 
crease the  first  expansion  may  be  the  addition  of  the  workroom  and  a  second 
bedroom.     Later,  if  desired,  two  more  bedrooms  may  be  added. 

The  foundation  is  of  concrete  block  and  the  floor  is  concrete.  The  frame 
walls  are  covered  on  the  exterior  with  a  combination  of  vertical  and  horizontal 
wood  siding.     The  roof  is  supported  on  wood  trusses. 

Plan  7083-R  (9  sheets).     Same  house  reversed. 
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PM/tf  Af0.  7129 


(  1  1    SHEETS ) 

Area  of  house 2,230  square  feet 

Area  of  porches 605  square  feet 

Area  of  carport 304  squajre  feet 

This  farmhouse  of  modern  design  contains  four  bedrooms  and  two 
baths.  The  construction  is  of  brick  veneer  on  wood  frame  and  it  is  ex- 
ceptionally well  insulated.  The  "two-way"  fireplace  serves  both  the 
living  and  dining  room.  The  ceiling  of  these  two  rooms  follows  the  slope 
of  the  roof,  thereby  adding  to  the  feeling  of  spaciousness.  Living-room 
windows  are  the  new  jalousie  type  which  provide  a  large  area  of  glass 
and,  when  open,  allow  maximum  circulation  of  air.  All  other  windows 
are  of  the  awning  type. 

Another  feature  of  this  house  is  the  use  of  closet  units  as  room  divid- 
ers in  place  of  the  usual  partitions.  These  closets  along  with  the  large 
storage  closets  provide  generous  storage  space. 

The  two  screened  porches  provide  for  outdoor  living  in  the  hot 
weather.  Although  no  basement  is  shown  the  house  could  be  built  with 
either  a  full  or  partial  basement,  with  stairs  in  the  area  occupied  by  the 
freezer.     Plan  7129-R  (11  sheets).    Same  house  reversed. 
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